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is the subscriptions of the working men that have more than
filled up the gap But will the working men be content to
continue to fill up the gap which the indifference of the

wealthy creates. This is highly improbable. Why should
the poorest sections of society show themselves more

charitable than the wealthy ? 7 It may be said that hospitals
are for the benefit of the working classes ; but they
exist, also, and equally, for the benefit of the wealthy
classes. It is not only the duty of the rich to

subscribe, but, in their own interests, they should do
all they can to develop the highest possible skill among
medical men. But for the hospitals this knowledge and skill
would soon fall to such a low level that the wealthy classes
would have to send abroad for surgeons and physicians, and
this would cost far more than what they actually subscribe
to the hospitals. The workmen are not going to provide with
their pence schools of medicine for the benefit of the rich.
Mr. Smedley, who as a middle-class man might take a more
moderate view of the situation, wrote and circulated among
the subscribers to the Hospital Saturday Fund the following
threatening words, and this so far back as 1893 :-
"Let us regard the position of the classes for whose sole

benefit the hospitals are supposed to exist from one other
point of view. Assume that they established a vast hospital
and dispensary of their own and applied the sum of upwards
of 20,000, which they now annually pay over to the
charities, to its maintenance. Without much trouble they
could increase this sum to <&30,000 per annum, an amount
nearly equal to the expenditure of the General, the Queen’s,
and the Dispensary. Assume that they had a stipendary
medical staff, and refused the admission of students to their
institution. The result would be disastrous to the present
medical charities. No longer would the rising men in the
medical profession compete for the honorary offices, for the
experience which is to make their reputation, and conse-
quently their fortunes, could no longer be obtained there.
Hospitals without patients, or with only a few patients,
would have no attractions for clever young medicos. The
fact is that a large number of patients are essential to a
successful hospital. The hospital managers and staffs cater
for the multitude, so that their institutions may take high
rank and their honorary officers and students may gain the
widest experience possible."

This, of course, is but a threat. There is at present no
proposal, no desire, to carry cut such a scheme. But a big
step in this direction is advocated. Again this is Mr.
Smedley’s suggestion. This gentleman, contrary to the
opinion of the majority of the medical profession, does not
recognise that there is any serious abuse of the hospitals in
the sense of their being frequented by numerous patients
who could well afford to pay private practitioners. On the
other hand, and in harmony with the unanimous opinion of
the profession, he does appreciate the very great abuse due
to the overcrowding of the out-patient departments by
trivial cases. He therefore proposes as a remedy the
creation of provident dispensaries in connexion with the

hospitals, and, where possible, on the same premises. These

dispensaries should be open from 9 A.M. to 9 P,M., which
would be an enormous boon to all patients. They should be
in charge of well paid and thoroughly capable and expe-
rienced medical men. All recommendations, tickets, &c., to
the hospitals, should admit, in the first instance, only to
the dispensaries, and give a right to three weeks’ treatment.
The out-patient departments of the hospitals would be
restricted solely to patients coming from the dispensaries
for a second opinion. The dispensaries would serve as
filters so that the hospitals would have to deal solely with
cases where superior skill was necessary. These, I take it,
would be treated on the basis of charity, whereas payment
would be exacted for all, or nearly all, the dispensary
patients. Each ticket to the dispensaries would represent a
payment made either by the patient or those who gave him
the ticket. For those who could not obtain tickets through
the factories having a Hospital Saturday Fund the provident
societies, mothers’ meetings, &c., could get them from the
permanent relief committees, which might give them
gratuitously after due inquiry. This, I take it, would mean
that all subscribers to the Hospital Saturday Fund would
consider that they had paid, and paid to the full, for any
medical treatment they might receive at the dispensaries,
and would only become objects of charity if their case
was so serious as to necessitate their transference from
the dispensary to a hospital. But in this scheme I can
find no indication as to what is to prevent the abuse of the

dispensaries by the well-to-do. It seems to be forgotten
that the trivial cases are not only an abuse because they
crowd the out-patient departments, but, above all, they
are an abuse because, being trivial cases, the patients could
in most instances afford to consult a general practitioner.
So far as the question of hospital abuse is concerned this
scheme only attempts to meet a part of the difficulty. Nor
does it give a satisfactory answer to the working men when
they ask why they should subscribe so much to the hospitals
while the wealthy classes subscribe so little.
Then there is the very important and threatening fact

that the workmen’s subscription is not a voluntary sub-
scription. According to the letter of the law it is a
voluntary subscription, but, as a matter of fact, the
pressure exercised is so strong that it is well-nigh impos-
sible to avoid making these payments. If it be true
that seventy-five per cent. of the working and poorer
classes contribute, they will never rest satified till they
have by persuasive or coercive means compelled the
remainder also to subscribe. Then if all the poorer classes
pay, what argument can possibly be adduced for excepting
the well-to-do classes from payment; yet at present, the
majority of the wealthy classes do not give at all to the

hospitals. As there is no machinery, such as that organised
by the Hospital Saturday Fund, to coerce, by social pressure,
persons in a good position and make them all subsmibe, the
workmen will surely, sooner or later, demand that a hospital
tax be imposed by law. Thus it is that the Hospital Saturday
Fund may ultimately prove to be the foundation of a move-
ment that will lead to the municipalisation of the hospitals.
It would be foolish to ignore so obvious a deduction. Of
course it will be said that this is socialism, and so it is.
But when Mr. Smedley, in the speech quoted above, taught
each individual working-man that the convalescent homes
were none the less his property because others shared them
with him, and that only the selfish man valued what he
had-namely, his private property-because others could not
enjoy it, was he not teaching, both in practice and in theory,
the doctrine of collectivism. What is there surprising,
therefore, that such teaching and such organisation should
lead to the socialistic solution of the problem-namely, the
municipalisation or nationalisation of the hospitals ? 7 Under
such circumstances, and considering the immense influence
which Mr. Smedley exercises, and the fact that the hospitals
are at the mercy of the Hospital Saturday Fund which he in
a great measure governs, it seemed to me indispensable to
describe the situation. This I have attempted to do histori-
cally and impartially. While expressing my opinion on some
minor matters of fact, I have not sought or intended to

express any views of my own on the fundamental principles
at issue, nor have I attempted or desired to advocate any
particular cause other than the necessity of forming a
medical union, so that the members of the profession may
be in a position to deal with these grave problems.

SCOTLAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Faculty of Plzysiciats and S1l’J"geons, Glasgoro.
THE following gentlemen, having passed the necessary

examinations and having been elected by ballot, have been
admitted to the Fellowkhip of the Faculty : George Henry
Edington, M D. Glasg ; William Robert Jack, M.D., B.Sc.
Glasg. ; and Thomas Spence Meighan, M.D. Glarg.

Westm’n Infirmary, GZasgoiv.
It is understood that Dr. Gavin P. Tennent, in consequence

of the pressure of other professional duties, has requested the
directors to relieve him of his responsibilities as one of the
physicians to the infirmary. No official intimation of the
vacancy has yet appeared, and unless rumour is strangely at
fault there may possibly be such a rearrangement of the
allotment of the wards as to obviate the necessity for the
appointment of another physician.

Blasgow Corporation.
The sewage disposal committee of the Town Council have

decided to give formal notice of the intention of the Council
to promote a Bill in Parliament authorising them to deat
with the sewage on he fouth side of the river. This is,
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.another step towards the attainment of that long-desired
<end&mdash;-the puiificatiory of the Clyde. 
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The directors of the Dundee Infirmary have reduced the list
-of applicants for the position of medical superintendent to a
.short list of five, and a definite appointment may be shortly
expected. The retiring superintendent, Dr. Nathan Raw,
has been elected to a corresponding position in the Mill-road
Unnrmary, Liverpool. His work at Dundee has secured the
warm recognition of the hospital authorities.

Sept. 15th. 
_____ _______

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Beri-beri at the Richmond Asylum.
AT the last fortnightly meeting of the governors of the

Richmond Lunatic Asylum the medical superintendent,
Mr. Conolly Norman, stated that the beri-beri disease seemed
to be declining in violence. His report, however, showed
that since the last meeting of the board there had been five
fresh cases, while two deaths had occurred, the disease
having been complicated in one instance with dysentery and
in the other with tuberculosis. The total number of patients
,attacked since June is 199-name]y, 149 females and 44 males,
with 4 nurses and 2 attendants. It is satisfactory to note that
172 of the former inmates of the Richmond Asylum have
been removed to Portrane, and that it is hoped that 100 more
may be accommodated there before the date of the next
board meeting. Grangegorman female prison is, moreover,
being altered and furnished for the reception of a further
number of non-infected patients.

The Sanitation of Clontarf Township.
At the last meeting of the Clontarf Township Com-

missioners Lord Ardilaun, who occupied the chair, made
some interesting observations in reference to the drainage
,and sanitation of that rising suburban district. The Dublin
main drainage is now almost completed as regards the north
banks of the RivEr Liffey and the northern portion of the
city. This is certain to improve the sanitary condition of
Clontarf, the sewers from which now discharge into the
northern main drain of Dublin. Lord Ardilaun stated that
the Commissioners were at last in a position to borrow money
with the object of further improving the drainage of their
township and with a view to the ultimate reclamation of the
slob lands at Fairview, which were of such injury not so

much to the health as to the appearance of the district.

Lunacy in Ireland.
From the forty-sixth report of the Inspectors of Lunatics

in Ireland, just issued, I find that although the population
of this country is decreasing the number of lunatics is

becoming greater, as on Jan. 1st there were 18,966 insane
in Ireland, being an increase of 609 as compared with 1896.
This increase has been steadily growing and is put down
since 1880 at 5984. The average annual admissions for the
years 1881 to 1890 amounted to 2792, and for the six years
1891 to 1895 to 3195. This increase in the number of admis-
sions to public asylums has occurred throughout the country
without distinction of district, in the prosperous city of
Belfast equally with the impoverished localities, and is

apparently still going on, for at the last meeting of the
Londonderry Asylums Board, on Sept. 9th, the medical
superintendent reported an increase of 25 inmates as com-
pared with the same month last year, and he was granted
an increase in the number of attendants. It surely demands.
some explanation. What is the cause of the increase of
lunacy in Ireland ? 7

IJeath of MI)’. Hugh McHar’l’Y, L. R. C. P. 0’ S.Edin.
I regret to announce the death of a well-known practitioner

in Belfast, Mr. Hugh McHarry, which took place at his resi-
dence, Grosvenor Lodge, on Sept. llth. Mr. McHarry had
been for some time in failing health, but his end was hastened
by an attack of influenza a few months ago. He had been in
practice for about twenty-six years, and for a time was a
dispensary medical officer. He was medical officer to the
Royal Irish Constabulary at Anderstown. He was most
popular with his patients.

The Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast.
As previously announced in, THE LANCET, the Belfast

Corporation have signified their intention of granting six
acres’of the asylum-grounds in’ Grosvenor-street, with an
additional grant of four acres if all the patients are removed
from the asylum, as a site for the Victoria Hospital. The
ground, which will form an excellent site, is the exclusive
property of the corporation, but in order to make the grant
valid it is necessary to have the consent of the board of
governors of the asylum. Accordingly, on Sept. 13th, at
the usual monthly meeting of the Asylums Committee,
a deputation from the supporters of the new Belfast
Hospital appeared before them asking them to consent to the
arrangement made by the City Council. After hearing the
deputation a resolution was unanimously passed granting
the request expressed by this deputation and furthering the
object as far as possible. Previously to the motion being
passed the Roman Catholic Bishop (a governor of the Asylums
Board) said before he consented he would request the
Corporation to provide a free site for the hospital (the Mater
Infirmorum) which he was engaged building. He thought
distributive justice demanded that the Belfast Council
should treat their people (the Roman Catholics) in the same
way as they had treated the Victoria Hospital. The
chairman (Professor Cumin.g) said he thought there would
be a great difficulty in giving a free site to the Mater
Infirmorum Hospital, because it was obvious that it was in a
great measure built, and could not be transferred to another
site. Before the site can be acquired by the Victoria
Hospital Committee it will be necessary to have a special
Bill passed in Parliament authorising the City Corporation
to grant the ground. This cannot be done before next
session.

Sept. 15th. 
_______________

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Etiology of Drinkers’ Cirrhosis.
M. LANCEREAUX, who has made for himself a great

reputation by his researches upon alcoholism, recently laid
before the Academy of Medicine some important observa-
tions with regard to the true cause of the cirrhosis which
affects drinkers. From a total of 210 personal observations
he has come to the conclusion that in Paris the principal
cause of cirrhosis is wine. That in general use is the red
wine. Those addicted to the use of spirits (l’alcool) simply
are rarely affected with cirrhosis ; therefore alcohol cannot
be assigned as the cause of cirrhosis in wine-drinkers.
M. Lancereaux considers the potassium salts to be in
fault, and has made certain experiments upon animals
in this direction. He found that on administering potas-
sium salts to animals they died after about from fifteen to
eighteen months, and in a large proportion of them he found
a cirrhosis "bi-veineuse." Another set of experiments
proved that the abuse of alcohol brings on a fatty degenera-
tion of the hepatic cells followed by a fatty cirrhosis.
M. Lancereaux accordingly has come to the following con-
clusion-that wine, and especially plastered wine, is the
cause of atrophic cirrhosis, and it would therefore be as well
to prohibit the p?astering and sulphating of wines.

Intestinal Lavage in Digestive Intoxications.
At the same meeting of the Academy of Medicine

M. Clozier, of Beauvais, read a number of observations
showing the efficacy of intestinal lavage with a quantity of
fluid which is allowed to escape immediately afterwards.
The fluid employed is water which has been boiled, used
pure or somewhat saline, or containing salol. The injection
must reach as high as possible so as to affect the more
microbes. By this method the intestinal intoxication is
weakened from day to day, the temperature becomes regular,
and the general condition improves. M. Clozier has observed
various typhoid conditions improve greatly under this treat-
ment, and even eclampsia undergoes a favourable modifica-
tion under the influence of lavage by simple boiled water.

Incontinence of Urine in Relation to Infantile Hysteria.
At the recent Congress of Neurologists M. Cullere, of

Roche sur Yon, presented the following thesis: that urinary
incontinence is a sign of a disturbed mental balance. In
his eyes it is a manifestation of hysteria, and always
develops in a soil duly prepared by heredity. Among
the parents of children who suffer from incontinence


